Meredith Police Paddocks Master Plan Draft

Vision:   To restore the grassy woodland and streamside environments of the Meredith Police Paddocks through a process of weed control and enhancement planting.  To provide a series of trails with interpretive signage such that this picturesque reserve, its vegetation and its history,  can be enjoyed by residents and visitors alike.

Fire

· Provision for a slashed break around the outside of the reserve on the town side (i.e. no planting to the fence, at least 10m wide)

· Cutting and baling grass in Spring is the preferred option for the area above the valley and excluding the rough areas formerly in pines

· Grazing is encouraged in the rough areas and as an alternative to cutting/baling.   Cattle to be retained with temporary electric fences.  Crash grazing preferred.

Weeds

· There are a few Briar Roses for control 

· Some scattered Gorse missed by DSE  to be targeted by GWM
· Hawthorns/Fruit trees remain for cut and painting 

· Blue Periwinkle trial successful (Balance to be sprayed)

· Cape Wattle (small patch in former pine area) to be cut/painted 
· There are some patches of Blackberry

· DSE will continue to manage the Gorse for the next three years (5 year program)

· Goldfields Weed Management (GWM), contracted to the Ballarat Environment Network  will attend to some of the weed work listed above this season.

Recreation

· A series of paths is proposed catering for both passive recreation (a leisurely stroll) and active recreation (exercise circuit).
· Stage 1 suggestion is a path from Nuttall Street to a viewing point overlooking the valley with a seat.  This would be suitable for wheelchairs (disabled access).  The full path around the reserve would not be suitable however, due to the undulating terrain.
· Stage 2 is a more adventurous loop and a connection to the proposed access on Campion Road.  A car park and picnic area near the creek is proposed (part of the area now occupied by dead Gorse)

· Stage 3 would provide a path on the far side of the creek

· Historic interpretation points along the trails to include the location of the former police buildings and stables.
· A small rock face in the middle of the reserve is a good location for the seat/viewing point

· Path to follow contours as much as practicable to reduce the costs of drainage/runoff treatment

· Granite sand is recommended as it packs down well and this will reduce maintenance

· Painted bamboo stakes have been provided to mark and test proposed trail routes

· The small car park just *inside the Nuttall Street entrance to be well screened by shrubs.  The Nuttall Street entrance will mainly serve as pedestrian access from the town. *(20-25m inside gate)
Revegetation
· Planting to be confined to the northern end of the former pine plantation.  This will enable grazing/slashing to occur in the central and southern areas above the valley.
· Additional planting could occur in the valley as no grazing/slashing is planned below the top of the valley.

· Areas formerly covering in Blue Periwinkle could be replanted with Poa tussocks and native groundcovers.

Access

· Restrict vehicle access, other than maintenance crews, to the small (2-4 place) car park at Nuttall Street and the larger picnic area car park off Campion Road.
· The reserve and trails shall be suitable for walkers, runners, cyclists and horse riders (no powered vehicles such as motorbikes or four-wheel drives).
· Encourage the use of the reserve as a picnic stopover point by passing motorists as an alternative to Pioneer Park.

· A request to Council may be necessary at some stage to improve the surface of Campion Road to allow Winter access to the picnic area.

Wildlife

· Through habitat improvement and re-creation encourage the return of wildlife to the reserve (e.g. small mammal species such as bandicoots have been seen in the area)

Support

· A letter of support is to be provided by the Advance Meredith Association

· The Ballarat Environment Network to provide a letter to John Diffey re grazing the top section.
Signage

· Interpretive signage is envisaged covering the history, geology, flora and fauna of the site.

This is a draft only, based on the outcomes from a public meeting (which included members of the previously appointed Advisory Committee) held in Meredith in October 2009. It is yet to be reviewed and adopted by the Ballarat Environment Network (which manages the site) and public comment is welcome. Such comment should be directed to 


Ballarat Environment Network


PO Box 1538


Bakery Hill 3354	Phone 5346 1495











