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in this issue…. 
 

· Well done festival volunteers (& the traffic 
management plan.) 

· The (What) Rainfall Report  
· Nellie hits 80 off the stick 
· Some treasured fungi 
· Kidz Biz 
 
plus Community and Sports News, Contacts, Regular 
Columns and much more! 
 

e: mchnews@netconnect.com.au 
w: www.meredith.net/newsletter 

Our Free Community Newsletter since 1972 

District Responds to a Deadly 
Summer 
CFA volunteers from around  our  district have 
assisted at the recent Victorian bushfires. On behalf of the 
Community, the M&D News extends thanks to all those 
members who joined in the effort—and to those who re-
mained at home and supported our local brigades 
 

At the time of going to  print there are many fires still out 
of control and many local CFA members have attended for 
a second or third time. We can only be  so thankful that 
Meredith and district was spared during the very recent hot 
spell. We ask all readers t o continue to be vigilant and 
careful. 
 

Meredith 
Matt Burgess, Gary Sandford, Aaron Holtz, Teresa Foster, 
Ian Downie, Ian Murrell, Donna Murrell, David Jones, 
Cameron Boer, Chris Jones (Chris also attended with an 
Army contingent) Mick Jury, Mel Kocon. 
Elaine 
Captain David Wells thanks those were able to attend: 
Garry Bodner, Viv Barrie, David Barrie, Greg Brown, 
Russell Ford, Andrew Jan, Kerry Jan,  Daman Johnson, 
Graeme Jabornik, Ashley Musgrove, Chris Lewis, Sam 
Lewis, Anthony Lewis, Jade Scott, Trevor Perkins, Tristan 
Terry. 
Maude 
Maude Captain; John Shultze extends his thanks to all 
members and is proud of the work they have done. 
Morrisons 
Morrisons Captain Geoff Bartlett thanks all his Brigade 
members for all their help in past and current incidents.  
Several members are still involved at the area.   
Lethbridge 
Thanks to Yvonne Perdrisat , Neville Perdrisat, Matt Jury, 
Damian Sager, Jeremy Perdrisat, Steve Foreman, 
Dave Brogan, James Warnock, Arnie Robbins 
Daniel Bongiorno, Andrew Armstrong. Thanks from the 
community to their families and employers. Also thanks to 
the members who looked after the "home" turf. Their help 
skills and thoughtfulness were appreciated by the commu-
nities they were sent to help. 
 

Apologies and thank you to any whose names have been 
missed. 
(Thanks to the Brigade Captains and others who contributed to 
this article - Ed.)  

Bushfire Appeal Fundraiser 
On Friday 27th Feb the Meredith community held a fund-
raiser for the bushfire victims and what a fantastic night it 
turned out to be. 
 

There was a bit if a hitch when the ever reliable power 
went out again at 4.55pm. Thankfully Neil Sergent and 
Shany Storm/Anthony Lewis came to the rescue with gen-
erators and by 5.30 the music was flowing from the great 
Greg Lake, the alcohol and soft drinks were cold and the 
BBQ’s fired up. 
 

There was plenty for all of 
the kids to do: the Kiddy 
Bounce jumping castle, 
Serenity Mobile Farm ani-
mals, face painting from the 
kinder, a CWA cake stall, 
sheep shearing from Daryl 
Wells, children’s face 
boards of Spiderman and 
Cinderella (photos available 
from Kim). 
 

Darryl shore his 8 lambs in 
just over 5 minutes before 
an enthused crowd. The 
winner of his meat pack 
was Lynne Humm. After 
Greg Lake fired the crowd up Midlife Crisis came on 
board and played a few tunes. 
 
Then it was the big clip of Kim’s hair. The lucky winner to 
cut and shave Kim’s head was Darren Emmlin, I sure am 

Kim Primmer takes hazard re-
duction seriously and raises 
$2,000 in the process. Darren 
Emmlin does the honours. 

Cont. on page 18 

 

See page 27 for details of the  
 

LETHBRIDGE BUSHFIRE FUNDRAISER 
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Police, Ambulance  Fire    
Power Failure       
Nurse-On-Call   
Poisons Information        
Barwon Water     
SES Emergency -  flood 
& storm help:  
24 Hour Helpline    
24 Hour Drug &  
Alcohol Counselling  
Kids Help Line  
 24hr 5-18yo    
Meredith Police  
Station (emergencies 000) 
Golden Plains Shire   
 A.H. emergencies 
 Ranger  
 
Bannockburn Vet   
Injured Wildlife 

000 
132 412 

1300 606024 
13 11 26 

1300 656 007 
 

132 500 
1800 629 572 

 
1800 888 236 

 
1800 551 800    

 
5286 1222 

1300 363 036 
0408 508 635 
5220 7111 or 
0409 830 223  

5281 1221 
13000 wildlife    

Emergency Phone 
 Numbers 

 

Geelong Regional Library Van 
At the Meredith Community House 
1.00-3.00pm on 13th & 27th March 
   www.geelonglibraries.vic.gov.au   

Maternal Infant & Childcare 
Nurse 
Call  Jan Anderson on 0409 900 224 to 
make an appointment at the Meredith 
Community House  
 

2nd & 16th March 2009 
6th & 20th April 2009 

Senior Citizens  
Meet at the Meredith Memorial Hall 
23rd March Lunch by PFA 
6th April Lunch by ST Josephs 
Ph.  Hope  52861 306 Luncheons start at 
midday followed by activities then  
afternoon tea.   
New members are always welcome 

Community Contacts 
 

Community House-Joan     5286 1348 
Primary School-Doug      5286 1313 
Kindergarten-Kim    5286 1227 
Police Station-Mick      5286 1222 
Red Cross– Mel   5286 1558 
CWA-Joan   5286 1559 
Guides– Wendy  5286 1346 
Tennis Club-Julie  5286 1211   
Jnr Footy Club-John /Mindy  0431 557959    
M’bool Valley Masters- Mick 0408 545 246 
                                     -Kim   0400 112580 
Recreation Reserve- Mick   5286 1222 
Memorial Hall-Lynn   5286 1566  
Golf Club- Denis                             53 415 748 
Senior Citizens-Hope  5286 1306  
Cemetery Trust-Dawn   5286 1274  
Motor Cycle Club- Mark  0437 009250  
Angling Club- Daryl  53 543 879 
Town Team -Di Richie                    52 861 291  
 
Let us know if you want your Community num-
ber added or changed, or you know of one that 
should. 

 

Meredith and  
District News  
The Meredith and Dis-
trict News is published 
by a volunteer sub-
committee of the Meredith Community 
House comprising: Jim Elvey, Dawn 
Macdonald , David Jones and Trudy 
Mitchell . 
NEWS & VIEWS 
Subject to the conditions outlined be-
low, contributions accompanied by the 
contributor’s name (which will also be 
published) and contact details, are most 
welcome. Please email to 
mchnews@netconnect.com.au or 
deliver to the Meredith Corner Shop.   
DATES AND DEADLINES  
The Newsletter is distributed on the 
first Thursday of each month (except 
January). All advertisements and sub-
missions must be lodged by the last 
Thursday of the preceding month, 
but earlier is really appreciated. 
ADVERTIS ING  
Advertising in the M&D Newsletter is 
a great way to let d istrict residents 
know about your business. Contact us 
for fu ll details and lodgement forms. 
Rates are as follows: 

Business Card $14.00  
Quarter page        $25.00 
Half page                 $40.00  
Full page        $80.00* 
*$20 loading for preferred position 
Classifieds   $7.50  
($5.00 if paid on lodgement) Small, 
personal classifieds from residents 
are free.  
Community Groups can have a 1/4 
page ad for free or a $25.00 discount 
on larger ads. (conditions apply)   

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you are outside our delivery area you 
can subscribe for only  $10.00 p.a. 
(11issues) and get the Meredith and 
District News posted to you anywhere 
in Australia. 
CONTACT US 
Post: Post Office, Mered ith, 3333 
Email: mchnews@netconnect.com.au 
Ph: (Jim) 5286 1273 or  
(Dawn) 5286 1274 
WEB 
You can check back copies and lodge 
comments at www.meredi th.net.au  
then select the newsletter tab. 
DISCLAIMER 
The opinions expressed by contribu-
tors are not necessarily those of the 
publishers. The publishers may edit o r 
reject contributions and accept no 
responsibility fo r errors or omissions.  

Meredith Memorial Hall Bookings  
For large or small functions, or any 
other queries, contact Sandra Pearce, 
Secretary, P.O. Box 56 Meredith  
3333, Ph 5286 1545 

Justice of the Peace 
 

Mr R Cooke Meredith     52 861 346 
Mr H Woerner Meredith     52 861 402 
Mrs S W Dynon Steiglitz    52 819 223      
Mr G Leslie Bannockburn     52 811 854 
Mr P Ryan  Elaine      0409 861 296 

Get Rid of those Unwanted Calls 
The Do Not Call register maintained by 
the Federal government. Just call 
1300 792 958 or visit donotcall.gov.au. 

Golden Plains Shire Meredith 
Community Health Clinic  

The Community Health Nurse  
Drop in  Clinic 

 

Meredith Community House 
2pm to 4pm 

2nd  and  4th Thursday each 
month  

Enquiries phone  0447 596 961 
March 12th & 26th 
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Calvin Trillin  
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Classifieds 

 

ELAINE NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

ELAINE CFA  …. Scrap metal collection as equipment 
fundraiser  Contact David   0418993239 

Junior Fire Brigade  Training every Monday 5.30 pm 
 Contact Viv  0428518675 

 

ELAINE MECHANICS HALL COMMITTEE … 
 Jayne 53415596 

Hall for Hire      Heating and Cooling 
 
 

Elaine Recreation Reserve Committee 
Try out the tennis courts, bring your own racquet. 

 

Room with facilities for Hire    Ideal for meetings    
Contact Ron  53415630 

For Sale 
Double Pram for sale (babylove) 12months old very good  
condition $100 
Call carmel 0417308768. 

Wanted to Buy 
Twin Tub washing mach ine. Good working order. 
Phone Mrs Clune 52 861 469 

For sale  
 Subaru Forester front bumper guard. Su it 2006 or similar. Good 
condition, undamaged. $200.  
Contact Colin 0427 508 360 / 5286 1252. 

School upgrades &  
sphygmomanometers 
By Kristie Walker 
 

Each year over 3000 local volunteer hours raise much 
needed funds for sporting clubs, educational and health 
areas. Sausages are turned, burgers are flipped, bbq’s are 
cleaned, fridges stocked, sauce bottles topped and tins are 
rattled.  
 

The now twice annual expedition by festival goers to the 
Meredith Supernatural Amphitheatre have locals rounding 
up families and friends to join the fundraising campaigns 
for various organisations including the Meredith Primary 
School, Meredith Kindergarten, Golf Club, Tennis Club, 
Football Club and the Cricket Club.   
 

The recent facelift to 
the primary school 
(left) is testament to 
some of the success of 
the fundraising effort 
along with the ongoing 
treatment and care of 
festival co-founder 
Chris Nolan who was at 
one time a member of 

many of these groups. 
 

This month Rosemary Hart is heading up local Red Cross 
volunteers who will be collecting donations for the Bush-
fire Appeal at Golden Plains. This time last year the local 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) collected 
approximately $3000.00 in a similar fundraising drive. 
The CERT have since purchased a second set of some 
much needed equipment including an oxygen cylinder 
(with associated attachments), a complete equipment bag 
and drug bag, and a sphygmomanometer (equipment used 
for taking blood pressures). This second set will allow for 
more efficient treatment of patients at incidents.   
 

With the third Golden Plains Festival on our doorstep we 
wish every volunteer the very best success with fundrais-
ing efforts and thank you for your ongoing commitment.  

Kristie for the Festival Team 

For Sale    Queen Bed Ensemble  Very Good Condit ion 
Free.    Phone Jenny    52817315 

WORK WANTED   Male looking for farm hand or labouring 
work in Meredith District.   Phone Brett  0424 418 253 
 
WANTED….    Young Black Kitten     0428 861 274 

For Sale  
 

Piano  Wertheim 
Upright piano metal frame 

Best offer 
 

Ph 53 415 544 

BANNOCKBURN JUNIOR  
FOOTBALL CLUB  

  
Players wanted for our Under 14’s 

and Under 15’s this season. 
If you are inte rested in playing 

please contact 
  

Rose Batarilo  0413 590 850 
or 

Deb Thewlis  0409 257 036 
 

World Day of Prayer 
Friday March 6th   

at 10.30am 
St Josephs 
Meredith  
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C h u r c h  N e w s

 ANGLICAN CHURCH:  
 

1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays: 
10:30 am - St. John’s Bannockburn 
10:30 am—Kids on Sunday at St. John’s Bannockburn 
No services at Meredith. 
4th Sundays 
8 am—Traditional Communion at St. John’s Bannockburn 
10:30 am—Family Service at St. John’s Bannockburn 
 

MORRISONS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Contact: 5368 1342 
9am every 2nd & 4th Sunday and a combined service at one of 
our three churches on the 5th Sunday in the month.  
 

CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Contact  PO Box 40 Meredith 3333 
Contact—52 861 291 
Anakie:     11am Sunday    March 8th , 22nd 
Meredith  11am Sunday    March  1st  15th  29th 
 

CATHOLIC CHURCH  - Confessions by appointment 
Fr. James : Ph. 5341 5544 
St. Mary’s Prayer Centre, Morrisons Rd., Elaine 
Daily Mass Solemn Mass Sundays 10 a.m. 
 

UNITING CHURCH: 
Rev. Margaret  Manning  0409 334 480 
Lethbridge :  1st Sunday 11am,   
  Meredith:  2nd Sunday & 4th Sunday 11am,     
 Parish Services 5th Sunday 
 

SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH: 
Fr. Theodore—Ph. 5341 5568 
Holy Liturgy 10am every Sunday, Saturday & Major Feast Days. 

Meredith  
Community House 
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Let us know so we can join in too! 
 

Personal announcements are 
FREE in your  Community 
News 

 

Please note that all personal notices must 
be placed by an immediate adult family 
member. 
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YOU’RE INVITED TO THE 
 

OFFICIAL OPENING  
OF  THE  

MEREDITH COMMUNITY HOUSE INC. 
EXTENSION 

 

SUNDAY MARCH 15th 
2.30PM—4PM 

Official opening by Geoff Howard MLA at 3.00pm 
 

Come and join us in celebrating the opening  
of our new extension and updated facilities. 

 

4 Russell St Meredith 3333  
 

Afternoon tea provided. 
 

 RSVP: March 11th  
For catering  purposes  Ph: 52 861 348  

Meredith Senior Citizens 
Dear Residents, 
If you or your spouse/partner are over the age of 55 or are on a 
Disability Pension you are most welcome to come and jo in our 
Senior Citizens Group. 
 

 We meet every second and fourth Monday of the month ,except 
on Public holidays.  The first gathering in the month is a social 
day where our members chat, play pool, cards and bingo etc., 
the second gathering is set aside for meetings followed by a so-
cial afternoon. 
 

 A midday meal is provided at both gatherings by four or-
ganizations in Meredith.  The Primary School Parents and 
Friends, the Meredith CWA , Meredith Go lf Club Ladies, and 
ladies from St. Joseph’s church. 
 

 This year there are five outings planned, one of which is a sur-
prise on the Senior Groups  birthday on September 28th. 
Throughout the year there will be informat ive talks for Seniors 
on Health and Consumer affa irs. 
 

If you are interested in coming to see what our group is about 
feel free to ca ll me, Hope Hodge, the Secretary on 03 52 861 
306.  If you want to attend the next social or meeting day please 
call me on  the Wednesday before the gathering for catering 
purposes.   
 

The Meredith Senior Citizens would like to thank the following 
donors for their support for our end of the year Christmas break 
up .  Meredith Dairy, Hearn’s Hotel, the Meredith Corner Store, 
Meredith Nursery, The Pink House, Foxy’s Concrete Orna-
ments, Meredith Cafe Frank Parnell’s Real Estate, Ryan’s 
Transport, Apricot with Attitude, Woolabrai , Nifty Motor Cy -
cles, Peaches of Ballarat and last but not least our own members.              
Hope Hodge.  Secretary. 

 

Profit in Your Business Seminar  
 

Event:  Marketing for Growth workshop Date: May 12th 
Time: 6:30pm – 9:00pmProvider: Small Business Victoria    
Location: Bannockburn Shire Hall   Cost: $30.00  
 
How do you take your businesses to the next level? Develop-
ing your marketing strategy may be the answer. This seminar 
will help you to achieve your business growth targets by inden-
tifying areas for improvement in communication, development 
of promotional products or services and gaining a better under-
standing of your target market. 
 

20 Places Available  Roast Dinner   Ph. 5220 7111  
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Maude Landcare Group  
 By Lex Stray 
 
 

The Group comp leted a very successful rabbit poisoning cam-
paign on February 19th with the final day for d istribution of 
poisoned carrot. 
 

Both 1080 and Pindone poisoned carrot were available, with 81 
customers using Pindone, and 8 opting for 1080. Indications are 
that the campaign has been ext remely successful, with the ma-
jority of partic ipants reporting a total uptake of carrot from the 
first two feeds. Hopefully there will be a little le ft after the first 
night of the final feed, which will indicate that the amount used 
was about right, and that there will be some availab le for those 
shy rabbits to get a full final feed. 
 

Our contractor, Jac inta, was very pleased with the cooperation 
of those who used 1080, with everyone being able to produce all 
the required paperwork. 
 

Partic ipants in the campaign came from our group’s area of 
Maude, Sutherland’s Creek, Russell’s Bridge and She Oaks, as 
well as Anakie, Balliang, Elaine, Meredith, Bamganie, Inver-
leigh, Ceres, Mt. Moriac, and Waurn Ponds. A big thank you to 
all those who contributed in any way to the successful running 
of the campaign, all in a voluntary capacity — p icking up the 
carrots, cutting, delivering, d istributing, and sorting out the or-
ders and payment. Particular thanks to Les Rowe for the use of 
his shed for cutting and poisoning for the three days. 
 

Pindone V. 1080. 
There are still some fo lks who are not confident that Pindone 
works! 
 

Briefly, the only advantage for 1080 is that it is less expensive, 
as the free feed is so much cheaper than poison. You will have 
noticed that a bag of 1080 is almost the same price as Pindone 
this year. That is because the Government subsidy has been re-
moved from 1080. 
 

Pindone will cost you more, with little extra work. To get full 
value it is best to do a small free feed when the trails are cut, so 
that the rabbits become used to eating the carrot. It is much safer 
than 1080, and there is an antidote. Rabbits will continue to die 
for at least ten days after the final feed, and most die in their 
warrens, so very few will be found. 
 

Still not convinced? Take your nose and eyes for a walk a few 
days after the campaign is finished. Warrens will be very smelly 
and have a lot of fly t raffic in and out. Take notice of rabbit 
numbers remaining. Pindone works! 

Revive & Survive @ Anglican Church of  
Epiphany 
MEREDITH 1st & 3RD SUNDA YS-  
Food for the body and soul  
Prayer and praise  healing and restoration 4 - 5 pm  
Join us in God's sanctuary with your needs, ideas and prayer  
requests .  ENQUIRIES: phone Gill 52819229 

Meredith Landcare  Newsletter  
February 2009 
By June Cameron 
 

At the meeting on February 4th  W ilma Webb was elected to the 
position of Treasurer in place o f Dav id Steele whose work con-
ditions made it impossible for him to continue.  Wilma lives at 
the southern end of Coopers Road. Her phone number is 
 52 868 248, but her address is PO BOX 178R Redan 3550.  
Outstanding subscriptions should be sent to this address.  
The rest of the committee remains the same. 
The old spray unit was sold to John Nolan, his being the only , 
and fair tender. The new spray unit is available for hire at $30 
per day. 
A reminder that the group has a ripper mounder and a small 
spray unit available at no charge to Landcare members. 
 

Unfortunately the Landcare bore has run dry, so there is no 
longer any water available from this source.  Approaches are 
being made to the Go lden Pla ins Shire Council from whom we 
acquired the bore and took responsibility for e lectricity, to see if 
there is any chance of deepening it, or any a lternative water sup-
ply. 
 

Because grants for on ground works have dimin ished and the 
drought has made tree planting a hazardous venture, there is 
litt le business to transact at a monthly meet ing so it has been 
decided to hold quarterly meet ings, and any urgent business in 
the interim will be dealt with by the committee wh ich was 
elected at the last annual meeting.  The meeting day is changed 
to Monday to fit in with the newsletter submission timetable. 
 

The next meeting will be at the Community House at 8 pm 
on Monday 15th June.  A reminder notice will be in the May 
Newsletter. 

Festival traffic  
management plan 
By Kristie  Walker 
 

The following traffic management plan is in place for the 
Go lden Plains Festival, March 7-9, 2009.  
 

�� One-way tra ffic on Mount Mercer Road from Bamganie 
Road to Camerons Road from 4am on Saturday 7 March to 
approximately 7pm. Traffic with in the one-way zone trav-
elling to Meredith will be diverted down Camerons Road.   

�� Speed reduction on Mount Mercer Road and Camerons 
Road from Friday 6 March – Saturday 7 March.  

�� Traffic controllers for Mid land Highway at Mount Mercer 
Road on Monday 9 March to assist vehicles turning left or 
right onto Midland Highway from Mount Mercer Road.  

�� No-parking zone along Mount Mercer Road and some 
surrounding roads.  

 

The traffic management plan has been approved by 
VICROADS, the Moorabool Shire and the Go lden Plains 
Shire.  
 

Once again, thank you for your ongoing support.  

 

INVITATION TO HALL  AGM  
 
The Annual Genera l Meeting of the Mered ith & District Me-
moria l Hall Inc., 
 is to be held on Tuesday 24th March 2009, at 8.00pm 
at the Memorial Hall to; 

· Confirm Minutes of the previous AGM 

· Receive and Adopt Audited Annual Financial Report  

· Declare 2008 Office Bearer Positions Vacant & 

· Elect 2009 Office Bearers & Committee. 
ALL W ELCOME! 
Contact Secretary – Sandra Pearce 5286 1545. 
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Summer Sensations  
Café & Berry Gardens 

 
1440 Bannockburn-Shelford Road, Teesdale 3328 Vic 

 
 

o Strawberries, raspberry and  blackberries now 
available for picking 

o Pre-picked berries also available to purchase. 
o Trading 6 days a week – closed Tuesdays. 
o Café serving tasty home cooked lunches, after-

noon teas and morning teas, Berry Smoothies 
and Berry Desserts. 

o Serving Breakfast every Sunday morning from 
9-11.30am. 

o Group bookings and celebrations available 
o BYO licensed. 

 
Trading Hours 

Monday & Wednesday to Saturday 9.30-4.30pm 
Sunday     9.00-4.30pm 

 

Phone: 52815449 

 

FIRE RESTRICTIONS are in force  
in Moorabool and Golden Plains Shires. 
 
To find out what you can and can’t do, visit  
cfa.vic.gov.au/restrictions/can…. or call your local Brigade. 

Rainfall Comparison
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Data supplied by BOM's Meredith District Rain Station - Averages based on  records from 1887 

The (What) Summer Rainfall Report  

The District’s long bout 
of poor rainfall contin-
ued over summer with 
only 105mm registered, 
most of which was in a 
single weekend in mid 
December. In fact only 
9mm fell in the last two 
months. 
 

Traditionally our driest 
season, last Summer’s 
falls were still about 
1/3rd less than the long 
term average. 
 

Let’s hope for a wet Au-
tumn. 
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BANNOCKBURN 
 TYRE SERVICE 

Need Tyres???      Maguires 
 

60 Holder Road, Bannockburn   (Business Estate) 
 
 

Phone: 5281 1666  After Hours 5281 1270 
Mobile 0429 322 549 Fax 5281 1266 

 

* All brands of Tyres * Steering & Suspension 
  * Brakes      * Batteries 
    * On farm Service      *  Grease & Oil Changes 
       *Wheel alignments          *Mechanical Repairs 
          *Car & Truck Tyre Repair 

119 Mt. Mercer Road,  Ph: 5286 1346 
Meredith, 3333   Mob: 0417 594 324 

5286 8220 
 

Farm & Rural 
Fence Contractors 

 
Direct Drill 
Available  

 

Equine Hoof Care 
And Farrier 

 

Servicing locally  
Bare foot trims and balancing 

Prompt service and 
 competitive rates 

 
 

Ph Jayson  52 861 342   0422 664 764  

 

MASSAGE THERAPIST 
 

 THERAPEUTIC  REMEDIAL 
 RELAXATION MASSAGE.  

TRADITION CUPPING.   
  GUA SHA. 

FREFLEXOLOGY. 
 

 Improve muscle tone long term and feel so much better 
 

PHONE: Janice Donghi  03 52 861 387 
Meredith. 

A & R Durran 
Bricklaying 

  OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 

Phone/Fax:  03 5281 9403  
Anthony Mobile: 0409 524 438 

 
426 Sheoaks Road, Maude 3331 

ABN 63 614 843 881  

 

ELAINE MOTORS 
 

 Midland Highway Elaine, 3334 
                 30 Years Experience Service  

                           Motor Mechanic 
 

Phone 5341 5733   Mob: 0402 898 126 
 

All Mechanical Repairs 
Book Servicing,  Brakes,  Tyre Repairs 

ATV Repairs , Ride Ons,  Small Engines 
 
 

*Fresh Water Fishing Bait Supplies* 
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“The Perfect Storm” by Sebastian Junger 
 

Sebastian Junger has written a true story of men against 
the sea. By “Perfect Storm” he means a storm that could 
not possibly have been any worse, a storm of undisputed 
ferocity and duration. The author states that by calling it 
“Perfect Storm” he means no disrespect to the men who 
died at sea or the people who still grieve. 
 
The storm he recounts is “Halloween Gale” of 1991, a 
once in a hundred years event, that occurred off the coast 
of Nova Scotia, USA. He uses meteorological records, 
ship logs, interviews with the survivors, scientific data 
including, wave motion and ship stability, medical data, 
including how a person drowns, technical data about ships, 
boats and rescue helicopters and details of the training of 
search rescue personal and P.J.’s, who perform macho 
feats and whose training is described as “sheer raw abuse”. 
 
He tells that the world of the fishermen is harsh and tough 
and excessive and how they risk death, constantly. He tells 
of the women and their relationships and the camaraderie 
of the boat crews. He tells of the sword fish, fishing 
methods and the dangers involved. 
 
It is a most informative book that keeps the reader 
interested all the way through and a complete account as 
possible of something that can never be fully known! The 
book reads like a novel but is more fabulous than fiction! 
 

The ”Perfect Storm” is comparable to the “Perfect Fires” 
that Victoria experienced a few weeks ago when 
conditions all came together, to make it the ideal day for 
the horrific, destructive fires that decimated huge areas of 
our state and killed so many people. 
 

The book for March reading is “The Lamp Still Burns” by 
Isabel “Spank” Gill, an autographical account of nursing 
in Victoria 1936-1981. 
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LETHBRIDGE AUTOMOTIVE  
& FIELD SERVICES 

 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

TUNE UPS/ SERVICES 
 

CONTACT:  Colin O’Connor 
35 O’Connor Road, 

LETHBRIDGE 
 

Ph: 5281 7300 Mob: 0428 817 300 
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I HAVE LIVED IN THE 
DISTRICT FOR….. 11 years 
 

WHERE DID YOU GO TO SCHOOL......... Warragul 

MY FAVOURITE PASTIME............ Spending time with my 
family and friends 

ONE OF THE MOST INTERESTING THINGS I HAVE 
EVER DONE.........Was backpack overseas for 6 months 

FAVOURITE HOLIDAY SPOT AND WHY............. The 
family beachhouse because of the great family memories 

ONE SIMPLE THING YOU’RE GOOD AT...........  Talking, 
I can talk to anybody about anything 

THREE CELEBRITIES YOU WOULD INVITE TO 
DINNER............ Nick Cave, Fred Hollows and Indira 
Ghandi 

SOMETHING YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT ME............ 
I love playing my 5 string bluegrass banjo 

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING IN THE WORLD, 
WHAT WOULD IT BE........... The needs of all children are 
met 

MY FAVOURITE BAND / SINGER........... Midlife Crisis 

ONE FOOD YOU REFUSE TO EAT.......... Kidneys 

COFFEE OR TEA...........Coffee 

 

WATER CARTAGE 
Don’t want a Big Tanker? 

Can’t get it in? 
Call 

Mick & Andrea 
 GARGAN WATER CARTAGE  

ON 
 0408 545 246 

SAM CAMILLERI  

CONCRETING    
Driveways, Paths, Slabs & All 

types of Concrete 
P.O. Box 28 Beeac. 
 PHONE 5234 6404   

MOBILE 0408 348 086  
ABN  97430033 

 

The Rural Recession  
 

The Rura l Recession has been expla ined in simp le terms 
by an old time farmer. 
It all started back in 1966 when we changed from pounds 
to dollars-that doubled me bloody overdraft. 
Then they brought in kilograms instead of pounds- 
 the bloody wool clip dropped by half. 
After that they changed rain to milliliters and we haven’t 
had an inch of rain ever since. 
If that wasn’t enough, they brought in Celsius and it never 
got over 40 degrees, no wonder me wheat wouldn’t grow. 
Then they changed acres to hectares and I ended up with 
half the land I had. 
By this time I’d had enough and decided to sell out. I put 
the property in the agents hands and then they changed 
miles to kilometers. 
Now I’m too far out of town for anybody to buy the 
bloody  place, 
 

Thank you to the unnamed contributor 

 

CONTRACT SOWING 
 

All your winter sowing needs 
Seed and Super Unit 

 Available 
 

Phone Daryl  Wells 
52 861 285  0418 535 713 

WOOL WANTED 
 

$$  CASH PAID  $$ 
 

ALL TYPES 
LARGE OR SMALL LOTS 

TOP PRICES 
 

Ph: Darren    0408 823341 
 

DJ & BJ Emmlim 
Cash Wool Buyers 
110Coopers Road 

Meredith 
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Master Technician with over 20 years experience 
 

SPECIALISTS  IN  
 New installations 
   * Service to existing Installations 
    * Melbourne & Regional Reception, including Ch. 31 
      * UHF—VHF—FM Video Systems 
           * Amplifiers and Signal Boosters 
               * Signal and on site testing 
                  * 5 year Warranty on all work 
                     * Tuning of TV sets &  VCR’s 
                        * Work performed to Antenna Technician  
       Association Standards 
                            * Advice – Quotes—Friendly Service 

All Areas 7 Days 

Mobile 0418 508 524            
 

  Ph. 5333 4441   Fax 5332 2435 
fbschaefer@bigpond.com 

Frank Schaefer    
 P.O Box 352W Ballarat 3350     

Plumber 
 

· Drainage 
· New Homes 
· Wet area renovations 
· Roofing and Guttering 
· Split –System Installation 
· Hot water unit changeovers 
· All types of rural plumbing 
· Solar Hot Water Installation 
 

Also 1.5 tonne Excavator with              
Auger. Great for small backyards or 

hard to get at spaces  

   
            Phone Andrew Sim    (lic  No 30568) 

 

    52 811 983      0407 378 092                                
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Cnr Milton & Burns Sts. Bannockburn   
Phone 5281 1566 
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Bannockburn Pharmacy Newsletter  
Proprietors: Scott Wilkes & Damian Bennett 

6 High Street 
Bannockburn  VIC   3331 

Phone: 5281 1519 

Pharmacy Features:  
Diabetes Australia Agency 

· Kate Morgan Weight Loss 
Centre 

· Vitamins 

· In-store Naturopath every 2 
weeks 

· Webster-paks 

· Home Medicine Reviews 

· Medicare Access Point 

· GMHBA Payment Agency 

· Community Notice Board 

· QFL Photo Developing 

· Digital Photo printing 

· Giftware for all ages 

· Free gift wrapping 

· Darrell Lea Chocolates 

· Natio 

· Revlon 

· Xlnt Cosmetics 

· Fragrances 

· In Essence Aromatherapy 

· Natural Instinct 

· Baby section 
 

Opening Hours:  
Mon:     8.30 am-6:00pm 

Tue:        8.30 am-6:00pm 

Wed:       8.30 am-6:00pm 

Thurs      8.30 am-6:00pm 

Fri:     8.30 am-6:00pm 

Sat:         8.30 am-1:00pm 

Sun:      Closed 

Public Holiday’s: Closed 

�

Exciting new gifts arriving soon!! 
 

As the title of this newletter says we have some exciting new gift lines arriving over 
throughout March and April.  Last month we went to the Salt & Pepper showroom to view 
their new season products.  Most of what we ordered there has already come into the 
Pharmacy, so if you haven’t already been in you should visit us to see all the great new 
products available. 
 

At the end of February we also visited the Sydney Gift Fair where we have bought a lot of 
gifts, most we haven’t stocked before.  These include: 

- Bookmarks             - kimmidoll’s (complete range) & stationery. 

- Christopher De Vine stationery      - trick golf balls 

- faux fur slippers        - new Mens & Women’s watches 

- Girls hair accessory floor stand       - glass nail files 

-  genuine Swarovski Crystal Earrings  - Microwavable Cozy Plush slippers & animals  

- large range of frames and photo albums (from babies to adults). 

- Inspirational messaged photo frames, umbrellas & stainless steel bangles 

- imported Italian leather journals, address books, recipe books & more. 

- calligraphy feather pen sets; calligraphy pen sets & wax seal pen sets. 

- large range of cushions; throw rugs & tea towels. 

- Boys Dinosaur stationery set, lunch box, tumbler, drink bottle, dinner set, pencil case, 
backpack, wallets, trolley bags  

- Girls Butterfly handbag, backpacks, memo box, jewellery box, stationery set, lockable 
journal, spiral notebook  

- Girls Kokeshi doll gift box, handbag, coin purse, pencil case  

- Baby frames, bib sets, rug sets, book & bib sets, bright soft toys 

- Bead It Sterling Silver Jewellery stand (these are Pandora like beads & bracelets, but 
best of all the beads all fit Pandora chains!! 

- new Jason placemats, coasters & wooden serving trays. 

- plus much more!! 

 

As you can see we have managed to choose a wide range of products to satisfy all ages 
and tastes.  We have chosen to further diversify our gift range through the inclusion of 
cushions; Swarovski Crystal earrings; imported Italian journals, address books; Calligra-
phy pen sets & collectable kimmidoll’s which are extremely popular around the  country.  
We are all looking forward to introducing these new gifts to our Phamacy and to be able 
to show you what we have to offer at very affordable prices. 

Are you a Chemmart Rewards Member?  Join now, it’s FREE!!�  
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COOPELEC  Pty. Ltd. 
ACN 107 044 217 

 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL  
REQUIREMENTS 

 
CALL: MURRAY  COOPER 

0417 518 930 
Fax: 03 5341 2352 

P.O. Box 267 
Buninyong, 3357                   Rec: 00582 

Warwick Mob 0408 508303 

“GLASS”                                     

Glass cut to size 
~Doors, windows, mirrors 
~All glass replacements 
~Tractor cabin windows 
~Made to order leadlight 
~Personalised service 

Ph 5341 5500 
 
200 Midland Hwy Elaine 3334 

Free 
Quotes 

Guaranteed  Septic  
Solutions  Pty  Ltd 

A.C.N. 111 827 804 
 

Gary Toulmin (licenced Drainer) 
Ph: 52 817297   Mobile 0438083044 

179 Talltree Road 
Lethbridge 3332 

 

For all your Drainage and Earthmoving Needs 

· Septic systems sand filters, treatment          
plants 

· Storm water 
· Sewer connections 
· Site clearing ,excavation, 
· Culverts 
· Backhoe hire 
· Specialist advice on replacing existing systems 

to water saving re-usable  
          systems 
· Free quote, special deals 

Our product, service and price won’t be 
beaten Guaranteed 

 

· free quotes, special deals 

THE HANDYMAN 
            Pruning          Grass Cutting 
  Garden Maintenance    Window Cleaning 
    Rubbish Removed         Gutters Cleaned 
 

Free Quotes 
 

Reliable Service 
 

 call TOM 
 

Mobile 0401 487 233    Ph  5281 9258  
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PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING &  
BUSINESS SERVICES 

 

Accounting, Taxation and Financial  
Planning for individuals & Small Business 

 

*QUALIFIED ACCOUNTANT & REGISTERED TAX AGENT* 
 

JRP provides specialized accounting, taxation 
and financial planning for small business 
and individuals. 
·  GENERALACCOUNTING 

·  TAXATION SERVICES 

·  GST and BAS SERVICES 

·  BOOKKEEPING 

·  COMPLETE PAYROLL MANAGEMENT  
            SERVICES 

·  SPECIALIZED REPORTING SERVICES 

·  BUSINESS COMPUTER SYSTEMS and  
            IMPLEMENTATION 
·  BUSINESS ADVICE and SOLUTIONS 

·  TRAINING SERVICES 
JRP is able to provide its services either on site or 
off site. Contact JRP to discuss all of your needs.  
The initial consultation is FREE of charge. 
 
Contact John: Telephone/Facsimile: (03)52821082 
                       Mobile: 0408 821 082 
                       E-mail: john@rpaccounting.com.au 

All areas covered: Anakie, Bannockburn, Batesford, 
Elaine, Geelong suburbs, Lara, Lethbridge, Maude,  
Meredith, Rokewood, Shelford, Steiglitz, Teesdale & more . 
. . .  
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Jo Klein 
Permaculture Designer and 
Community Educator 
   (t rained with Bill Mollison and Geoff Lawton) 

Specialising in….. 
· Permaculture design 

· Urban and rural consultancy 

· Permaculture education 

· Waste minimisation advice 
Composting, worm farming and Bokashi Buckets 
 

Developing a trial Community Supported Agriculture 
 system at She Oaks and Permacu lture Charitable Trust. 
 

For informat ion call 0438 828 042 or 52819374 

80 Off the Stick 
By Marg Cooper 

 

Nellie Tucker ce lebrated her 80th birthday on 
February 15 with a surprise party at the Anakie 
Hall. A hall fu ll of family and friends gathered 
for afternoon tea, speeches and cutting of the 
birthday cake. 
 

The daughter of William and Stella Nolan, Nellie grew up at 
Cargerie, went to Woodburn Creek School and worked with her 
father and at Mrs Fraser’s shop in Meredith after she le ft school. 
She married Jock Tucker, from Anakie in 1951 and had a family 
of 5 ch ild ren, Bill, Julie, Stephen, Ruth and John. 
Her son Bill told how she was a good cook and coped with her 
children and many visitors, inc luding boarding the Staughton 
Vale teacher. 
He told how they lived in a small house on a limited budget with 
the lavatory way down the backyard and with beds everywhere, 
including one above the bath, at one time. They milked a cow 
and grew their own vegetables and fruit. 
 

Her son in law, Heath told how Nellie started to play golf about 
1961 using her sister Lucy’s le ft handed golf sticks. She later 
learned that she was not left handed at golf and in fact could 
play better, right handed. 
 

She broke her handicap the first time she played a 
round of golf at Meredith and became an excel-
lent golfer. She was a member at Meredith Go lf 
Club and later joined Geelong Golf Club. She 
played off a single figure handicap, p layed pen-
nant, country teams, won the Geelong Champion-
ship on three occasions and numerous other tro-
phies. 
 

One remarkab le win was when she won the Bal-
larat Open Tournament 36 ho le gross when she 
was 7 months pregnant.  But no one knew! Not 
only did she have to play two 18 hole rounds in the day but had 
to play a play-off, to win the event! 
 

A Staughton Vale teacher who boarded with Nellie and Jock 
told what a great family they were and how much he appreciated 
their hospitality. He told that at dinner on his first night with 
them, Steven accidentally dropped a potato on the floor. “Shit” 
he said! Jock jumped up, grabbed Steven by the collar, shook 
him and yelled at him, “Didn’t I tell you not to swear in front of 
the Bloody teacher!” 
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WOOLABRAI  PTY  LTD 
(Meredith Wool Store) 

 
Wool Buyers & Merchandise 

Midland Hwy, Meredith 
 

Phone Pat or Ken  52 861 223 
 

Mobile  0408 861 221 

 

O.R.L. FENCING 
 

 Rural Fencing Contractor 
 
 

· Fence Design & Construction 
· Posts Driven In 
· Fence Repairs 

 
 
 

Owen Lewis  Mobile 0418 423 767 

���������	���������	���������	���������	 ����
Qualified Painter & Decorator  

(Registered 49761219) 
     *  All Areas 
   *  No job too Big or too Small 
                 *  News Houses & Repaints 

 *  Free Quotes 
 

Mob: 0437 358 307 
        A/H 5341 5525 

 

 

DM CAMBARERE PTY LTD  
ABN 79 082 563 479 

 

Dropdeck Trailer Available for 
Hay Cartage. 

Supply & Delivery of 
Sand, Soil & Gravel 

Grain, Fertilizer, Lime & Gypsum 
 

MICK CAMBARERE 
 

Mobile  0419 130 904   
 Home 03 5286 1582 

 

Meredith  Metal 
  Recyclers 
Ph 0405 331 468 

Cash paid on the spot for 
your scrap metal 

Farm clean ups     Old 
machinery 

Car bodies        Old whitegoods 
Car and truck batteries 

Anything steel     Brass, Copper 
Stainless Steel        Aluminium           

 Electrical Wiring   
 

Free  
Pick-Up 
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Spot on Spraying 
ABN: 51 239 737 007 

 
Weed Control 

Crops, Pastures, 
Blackberries, Gorse, etc 

 
Ashley Musgrove 

Mobile:    0417 398 828 

MEREDITH CONSTRUCTIONS 
GEOFF L. HARDY    D.B.U 15273 

 

Registered Building Practitioner For 
 

New Homes          Renovations 
  Additions                        Ground Floor 
    2nd. Storey           Bathrooms 
         Kitchens                       Decking                                            
            Painting                           Tiling                
                 Plans etc.                        Pergolas 
                        All aspects of concreting 

Phone 0409 850 611  8am - 5pm 

Help the environment and your finances 

We  Pay  You  
Cash for Scrap 
at competitive market rates 

 

We want your: 
Roofing iron 

Batteries 
Alloy Wheels 

Car Bodies, motors, radiators 
Fridges & Washing Machines 

Brass 
Copper Wire 

Aluminium Cans 
Stainless Steel 

 

ABN required for commercial quantities  
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PRACTICE MATCH 
Saturday 14TH MARCH 2009  
MEREDITH FOOTY OVAL  
CROCS V’S ANAKIE F.C.  

START TIME 1PM 
JUNIOR CROCS TO PLAY BEFORE SENIORS 

(TIME TO BE ADVISED) 

BAR OPEN  
BBQ AVAILABLE  

 
COME AND SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOTY CLUB… 

glad that Darren isn’t a hairdresser. (Or a shearer as it took 
Darren some time to get the job done!) Finally he had 
achieved the goal of the shave,  Kim raised just over 
$2000.00 through this courageous and generous activity.  
 

Power was restored at approx 8.30pm and everyone con-
tinued to party on well into the night. 
 

Organisers Karen Pritchard and Kim Primmer thank eve-
ryone who helped in every way possible to make this night 
a huge success, especially the businesses and individuals 
who generously donated goods and money and everyone 
who turned up to make this night as good as it was.  
 

A full report of the total raised will be in the next newslet-
ter and displayed in business’s around town. 
 

WELL DONE MEREDITH AND SURROUNDS! 

Bush Fire Fundraiser  from page 1 
���������	�
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Tribute to Ernie Miller 
By Marg Cooper 
 

Ernest Arthur Miller died in 
Wednesday February 4, quietly at 
his home, just the way he wished 
to go. He didn’t want to retire and 
he didn’t want to leave his farm 
unless it was in a box. 
 

Ernie’s parents, Bill and Vera 
Miller moved from Teesdale in 
1920 and Ernie was born on Au-
gust 14, soon after they took up 
residence at “Borhoneyghurk”. 
 

The family lived in the stone 
homestead until 1938 when they 
moved to “Maryvale” on Millers 
Road which had formerly been 
the farm of Robert Gargan. 
 

Ernie started playing football in Meredith when he was 14 
years old. He missed a few years when he was a trans-
porter in the Army during WW11, but he played again for 
3 or 4 years after the war. Ernie was in the Meredith Foot-
ball Team that won the Premiership in 1951 and he 
proudly wore the Meredith Club Jacket and was a great 
supporter of Meredith Football for many years after he 
finished playing. 
 

He hardly missed seeing a game played by his son Ian in 
his long and talented football career. 
 

Ernie had a passion for horses and trained trotters with 
much success. He and Alma went shopping in Geelong, 
every Thursday and could often be seen chatting to friends 
in Market Square. 
 

Ernie and Alma (Shell) have been married for 60 years 
and had a family of twin girls, Jennifer and Lynette and a 
son, Ian. They have 7 grandchildren and 4 great granchil-
dren. 
 

Alma and family would like to express their thanks to all 
the people who attended the funeral for Ernie at Barnes 
Funeral Home in Ballarat, to all who expressed their con-
dolences and a special thanks to Doug Cations and Andrea 
Rooney, members of the C.E.R.T. Team, for their compas-
sionate care, when they attended Ernie at his home before 
the ambulance arrived. 

Bon Voyage! 
By Mollie Flood 
 
I must admit I chose to study journalism at uni for slightly 
frivolous reasons. I didn’t want to dodge bombs in war-
torn countries. I didn’t want to attack bumbling politicians 
on Lateline. I didn’t have much interest in reporting the 
hard-hitting news that matters. I had a vision, a little unre-
alistic maybe, of sitting at a glossy desk in a charming lit-
tle apartment with ocean views, sipping a martini and 
making and breaking celebrities and socialites with my 
fabulous social column. I’d be scathing and witty and 
know all the juciest gossip. My pen would be feared and 
revered. I would also be very, very rich. 
 

Sadly my first semester of Journalism at Deakin shattered 
these dreams. It turned out the apartment and martini were 
a long, long way off, if they ever materialised at all, which 
didn’t seem likely. According to my lecturers and tutors, a 
career in journalism would be a lifetime of ‘sham, drudg-
ery and broken dreams’. Not at all my cup of tea, so I 
abandoned ship for the cosy comfy library-filled world of 
Literary Studies. 
 

But this month I have such a lovely bit of news I’m going 
to indulge my old journalist self for a paragraph or two, to 
report to you, dear readers, the exciting happenings in the 
life of a much-loved resident of Meredith, Miss Elyse 
Blacklock. 
 

This may be old news for some (she does talk about it an 
awful lot) but this columnist is happy to report the job has 
been found, the visa has been approved, the tickets have 
been booked and in mid-March Elyse is to leave us for 
France, where she plans to work as an au pair for 12 
months. Taking care of two little girls, Juliette and Satine, 
Elyse will have the opportunity to improve her French, see 
wonderful new places, and hopefully get to go on some 
posh European holidays with the family she is working 
for. 
 

Now, my understanding of French is severely limited to 
‘Bonjour!’ ‘Ooh la la!’ and, bafflingly, ‘boulangerie’, all 
Year 7 French could teach me and surely all a girl would 
need to make her way in the world. But I have assured 
Elyse with some authority that ‘au pair’ does, in fact, 
translate to ‘slave chained to the kitchen sink and paid a 
pittance’.  
 
Being very brave, (and in my opinion having the most rose
-coloured ideas about the kitchen sink and the pittance), 
she hasn’t paid any attention at all to my advice, and I’m 
glad. She has a wonderful adventure ahead of her. 
So good luck Elyse! Your many friends and family will 
miss you, and Meredith certainly won’t be the same with-
out you, but we look forward to getting lots of Belgian 
chocolate in the mail, and seeing you again next year.   

Meredith Football Team, Premiers 1959 in Ballarat District 
Section. W Miller Senior in 2nd row, 4th from left. He was Vice 
President. Ernie Miller is in 2nd row, 10th from left. He was 
Timekeeper. 

Ernie was a quiet, tall, 
straight man of Meredith. 
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PROPERTY SELLERS!!!!! 

SOLD 
 

SOLD 
Let us place a SOLD on your property 

 
Your local agent sells local properties 

 
For a FREE MARKET APPRAISAL 

 
FRANK PARNELL REAL ESTATE 

  
 

    Cnr Staughton & Wallace Streets, 
Meredith 3333 

 
 

        Tel: 52 861 415   
       Mobile : 0407 508 510 

 
 

 
 

INTRODUCING  YOUR 
LOCAL   LP  GAS  DELIVERY  AGENT 

 

HELMUT & SUE  WOERNER 
 

PHONE:  03 5286 1402 
                                                 FAX:  03 5286 1402   

EMAIL:hwoerner@aussiebroadband.com.au 

      Delivering LP Gas cylinders to the following areas: 
 
                                             Meredith              Bamganie                                  Cargerie  
                          Elaine                             Morrisons    Durdidwarrah 

                                Steiglitz    She Oaks                                   Russells Bridge   
                         Sutherlands Creek         Lethbridge             Shelford 
 

·      Free delivery from your local supplier 
·      Prompt delivery 
·     Free gas check for compliance and safety 

 

Support your local business 



Meredith & District News Page 21 March 2009  

 

School’s In 
The 2009 school year is off and running as this 
extract from “Kidz Biz”, a school publication 
edited by Bella Macdonald, demonstrates. 
 

New Leaders 
This year the school 
captains are Lachlan 
Cameron and Bree 
Hearn and  vice cap-
tains Jordan Purcell 
and Shaye Gorsuch. 
All grade 6 students 
have roles and re-
sponsibilities which 
will greatly help 
other students and 
staff. They also re-
ceived their grade 6 jumpers and they all look  
fantastic.   
 
Netball 
On the 23rd Febru-
ary the Jets and the 
Rockets started 
Netball. The Jets 
won 15-1.�The 
Rockets lost 14-
12. 
The Rockets 
played one player 
down, with 
Jessica Speirs 
filling in as 
the other sub-
stitute player.  
  
We would like 
to welcome 
Hattie, Lily, 
Jordon, Lach-
lan, Kat, Jess 
and Arial to their first season of Netball. 

 
Nude Food  
On Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Meredith Primary School has a 
“nude food” competition be-
tween the classes. This is to 
reduce the waste at school, so 
think about healthy alternatives  
without wrappers. Eg: bananas 
and re-useable containers. 

Bree, Lachlan, Jordan and Shaye are 
the 2009 school captains.  

Grade 6 students proudly wearing their new jumpers 

Bella’s Blurb 
By Bella Macdonald 
 

We have raised over $500 for the 
schools that have been affected by the bush fires in 
Victoria. Thankyou to everyone  that gave some 
money. The school council and the PFA are also 
donating $750. So altogether we have raised 
$1,250. Which is a great effort for a small country 
school.  
Well done  

���	 ��� 	

���		


�!��� 	

James Mavity’s award 
winning lunch box. 

Party Time x 2  
 

Joy and Tom Spielvogel 
entertained a crowd of 
friends and family on 
Sunday January 18 at the 
Spielvogel family home, 
“Karalta” at Morrisons to 
celebrate Tom’s 60th 
birthday and the 10th an-
niversary of the wedding 
of Joy and Tom. 
 

The crowd was enter-
tained by “Mid Life Crisis” Band and a guest appear-
ance by Warwick Pitcher on guitar. The entertain-
ment highlight though was Tommy performing “The 
Gambler” with suitable props and accompanied by 
“Mid Life Crisis”. Tom tells that this is a novelty act 
as he has absolutely no musical talent! 
 

Tom and Joy have sold their house in Creamery Road 
and are moving to the newly re-constructed family 
home on the Morrisons Tableland. 
Congratulations on the 60th birthday, the 10th anniver-
sary and Best Wishes on the move. 

Joy & Tom Spielvogel toast a 
double celebration. 
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     FOR RELIABLE, LOCAL LPG SERVICE DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR 
                                                         ASK 

Elaine General Store 
YOUR LOCAL UNITED GAS DEALER 

         Elaine General Store 
United Gas is pleased to announce that Elaine General Store 

are delivering United Gas to your area. 
Elaine General Store will supply  competitive 45kg, 

            forklift and BBQ gas cylinder refills in a reliable and friendly manner. 
· 45kg Domestic and Commercial Cylinder applications 
· Fork lift Cylinders (15kg Aluminium Cylinders) 
· Refills BBQ and Camping Cylinders 
· Bulk Gas Quotations supplied   

         Please contact the team at Elaine General Store 
         To arrange your next United Gas LPG delivery 

Elaine General Store 
Contact Paul Ryan: Ph: 53 415 572  or 0409 861 296 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
STORE 

 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
 

CALL US NOW FOR A  
COMPETITIVE GAS PRICE 
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Thanks for Your Support 
 

On Tuesday 10th February, an In Store Day was 
held at Woolabrai Pty Ltd. to celebrate our new 
shed. Representatives and consultants from over 30 
companies attended and provided their services 
and knowledge 
. 

It was wonderful to see so many locals enjoy the 
opportunity to meet new people, learn more about 
our products and offers and in general enjoy them-
selves. (The smell of the Barbie helped) 
 

A big thank you to all for the enthusiastic support 
given  to a local business. Thanks to the N.A.B. 
bank for their sponsorship. We will continue to 
offer more days, workshops, etc during this year. 

 

Pat, Helen and all the staff at Woolabrai   

Kevin Stone Executive officer of V.A.L.I.D. presents Tom 
with his award. 

CONTRACT SEED 
SOWING 

 
Barley, Oats, Canola, Pasture,  

Hay mixes, Fodder Crops 
 

20 Run Direct Drill fits through  
12 ft gates. 

For quality reliable job at  
reasonable rates. 

 
Phone Darren Emmlin  

 0408 823341 
 

Land wanted to lease or Share  
Farm for cropping….  

Congratulations Tom 
 

Congratulations to local author Tom Banks on his Na-
tional  “Have a Say” Advocacy Award made at the 
“Having a Say Conference” 2009. 

A Note of Appreciation 
By  Jo Kemp 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Doug Cations and Rosemary Gargan for tending 
to our son William who last week broke his arm at 
school. Doug and Rosemary accompanied Wil-
liam to Ballarat Base Hospital last Thursday and 
patiently waited there for us to arrive.  
 

It could not have been a worse day for such an 
emergency, as we were both in the city for work 
and therefore could not quickly make our way to 
William. Doug not only kept William and Alison 
(his sister) calm, but also the parents! Thank you!! 
 

William is doing fine and has already managed to 
find ways of coping without his ‘everything hand’. 
 

We would also like to thank the community for 
making our family feel welcome in the district. 
Having recently moved from Melbourne, we have 
been touched by the  response we have received. 
Thank you to all and we look forward to meeting 
more of you! 
 

������
������	
���������
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Don’t miss a single 
word. 

 

You can subscribe to the  
Meredith and District News for 
only $10 per year (11 issues) 
posted anywhere in Australia. 
 

(Contact details on page 2) 

blah blah blah 
(really?) blah 

blah.... 
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Copper’s Corner 
By Mick Rooney S/C 26626 

 
Local Crime 
Once again the crime offences have been few and far 
between since the last edition of the newsletter.  
Considering that the last three months includes any 
offences that were reported as a result of the Music 
Festival, the results are not too bad.   Those that have been 
reported have nearly all been solved.   As the last report 
was at the start of December, here are those crimes since 
that date. 
 

On 20/12/08 building materials were stolen from a vacant 
bush block in Steiglitz. 
 

On 21/12/08 I arrested a young male from the Ballarat 
area for theft from the Music Festival site and processed 
another male for possession of amphetamines who has 
since completed a drug diversion program.   Since this 
theft being reported other items have been reported stolen 
and I am confident this matter will be also cleared up 
shortly with further charges being laid. 
 

On 15/01/09 a male was charged and cautioned with 
lighting a fire on a total fire ban day by Police from 
Bannockburn regarding an incident at Coopers Bridge. 
 

On 19/02/09 Bannockburn Police also charged a male 
from Inverleigh for the theft of a small boat from a vacant 
block in Taylor Rd, Meredith. 
 

Youth News 
Our first Junior Blue Light for the year was held at the 
Lethbridge Hall on Friday the 20th of February.   90 kids 
turned up with 28 of those coming on the bus from 
Meredith.   Many thanks to John Sanford and Littles Bus 
Lines for providing the transport and also Bannockburn 
Neighbourhood Watch for helping also.  The next disco 
will be held at Bannockburn on Friday the 6th of March 
 

Music Festival 
Don’t forget that the Festival starts on Saturday the 7th of 
March and finishes on Monday the 9th.    Please be patient 
with the traffic and increase your security measures 
around your car and home.  (Not that we have had many 
problems in the past).   There will be plenty of Police in 
the area that weekend to maintain law and order in the 
area. 
 

Community Emergency Response Team 
Many of you well already know the team has been very 
active and continues to maintain a level of service with 
only a handful of volunteers at present.  Hopefully in 
about a month’s time our dedicated second group of 
eleven members will complete all their training and we 
will have a team of eighteen.  In other developments after 
some generous donations from the Music Festival and 
another family, I will have a second set of complete 
equipment in the Police car, meaning that we will have 
two vehicles to respond if necessary.  We are confident 
that now that the Pilot Project for the Modified CERT is 

completed, that we will be redesignated a full team and 
will hopefully secure a brand new vehicle.   Once again 
thanks to all those who continue to support the team, and 
remember you still need to dial 000 to activate us. 
 

Mick Rooney L/S/C 26626 

Fungi is a Local Treasure 
By Alison Pouliot 
 

As the days grow cooler and we all wait with hope 
for some decent rain, the change of season triggers 
the fruiting of a wealth of fascinating fungi.  There is 
something rather magical and evocative of a fairytale 
about mushroom foraging.  It’s a little like “treasure-
hunting for adults” with mushrooms being one of au-
tumn's long-awaited, but fleeting pleasures.   
 

While in Australia we have such diversity of species 
compared to Europe, we know very little about them, 
especially in regard to their edibility.  The famed and 
highly valuable truffle is a good example for which 
there are a paltry couple of hundred species in Europe 
compared with the couple of thousand believed to be 
in Australia.  However, which species are edible and 
which are likely to land you an almighty stomach 
ache or far worse, is little known.  
 

The Victorian Central 
Highlands district sup-
ports an incredible di-
versity of fungi. This is 
due, in part, to the diver-
sity of flora  as most 
fungi grow in symbiotic 
associations with plants: 
the more diverse the 
flora the more diverse 
the fungi. And with au-
tumn’s first rains they 
will inevitably fruit in 
all their diversity. 

Alison Pouliot conducts workshops to inspire interest in these 
fascinating organisms, explore some of the rich mythology 
surrounding them and advise which are worthy of popping in 
your basket. For details (and some beautiful full colour pho-
tos) visit  www.alisonpouliot.com  or email her at 
 alison@alisonpouliot.com 

The  common woodland puffball  
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CHOCOLATE 
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Remembering John Vanstan 
By Marg Cooper 

 
John Francis Vanstan died on Feb-
ruary 2, 2009 in Geelong. He was 
born 7/8/1929 to Jack and Eliza-
beth Vanstan of Balliang and had 
a brother Brian and sister, Marga-
ret {Mrs Kerr} 
 

He went to Balliang State School 
and got his Merit Certificate at 14 
years of age. 
Then the school burnt down! 
 

Alec Macdonald of Cargerie got 
the job to build the new school. 
He gave John Vanstan the job of 
painting {red leading} the weatherboards to go on the 
new school building, in December 1945. 
John’s parents milked cows and he’d decided that he 
didn’t want to do that. 
The war wasn’t over and he needed to do something. 
 

He started work with Alec Macdonald in June of the 
following year after he found board in Meredith with 
Mrs Cleary. She was an elderly lady who lived in a 
small house near Wiseman’s in Russell Street. 
He stayed with her for about 9 months until she 
couldn’t look after him anymore. 
 

He rode his pushbike to Elaine to work and some-
times got a ride in the CRB truck. On cold mornings 
Paddy Lynch would put his old army coat over John 
as John shivered in the back of the truck. 
 

John would go home to Balliang at weekends  when 
possible and return to Meredith with the Parish Priest, 
after Mass at Anakie on Sundays.  
 

The first job he worked on was painting the outside of 
the Catholic Church at Elaine. John was 15 years old, 
nearly 16 when he started his apprenticeship. The 
first year he was paid 25/- per week and he paid 25/- 
per week for board. He moved to board with Mrs 
Briggs next door to the Meredith Hotel. 
 

The second job was renewing a veranda for Jean Sel-
lars. The front step came from the tombstone quarry 
at Lethbridge.  
A stonemason, Harry Craig from Geelong cut the 
stones into shape and gave John the plans where all 
the bits were to go. 

In 2006 the steps were still perfect, except for a tiny 
chip off one block. Some rooms were relined, painted 
and the kitchen was remodelled. 
 

John worked with Alec Macdonald for 25 years until 
1970 when Alec retired. He was a hard boss, very 
conscientious and a good tradesman. He had built the 
Presbyterian Church in Yarrawonga. 
Alec had learnt his trade with Smith Brothers who 
were builders in Werribee and later in Meredith. Jack 
Bowman also did his apprenticeship with Smith Bros. 
Jack Smith built Pop Gargan’s house in Meredith be-
fore he married. 
 

Smith Bros did a lot of building around Meredith and 
had a shed and storage yard in Staughton Street. It is 
believed that this may have been the site that was 
known as the Ark on the corner of Read Street. 
 

For some jobs John and Alec stayed on site. When 
Richard Hunt had a house shifted from the Midland 
Highway to Hunt’s Bridge Alec and John stayed in 
the house that they were reconstructing. By doing this 
John saved board. He paid 7/6 to Mrs Briggs and 
could save the remainder of his wage for himself. 
 

Alec and John built many new houses including ones 
for Archie Bowers, John Hunt, Cliff Ford, Harold 
Creed, Norm Lowne, John Nolan and the Catholic 
Presbytery. The first brick veneer house they built 
was for Arthur LeMaitre in the main street of Elaine. 
The bricklayer and plasterer came from Ballarat. 
 

They also built sheds for many people including John 
Hunt, Brian Bayard, Archie Bowers, Fred LeMaitre, 
Ken Creed, Kelvin Pitcher and a big shed for Eddie 
Dunne. They had a Government contract to built the 
woolsheds for the Soldier Settlers and also did many 
alterations to houses and sheds. They worked a lot for 
Duncan and Jean Bayard, Brian Bayard, Grandma 
Bayard, Moreep, Henry Bolte, Camerons at Glen-
spean, Herb Parkinson, Keith McColl, Larundal, Mo-
lesworths and at Narmbool. 
 

John then boarded with Mrs Brown and Jim Brown in 
the CRB cottage in Meredith in Wallace Street. Jim 
Brown worked for the Country Roads Board. He had 
a small sleepout on the front, north side of the house 
with flywire screening and blinds to pull down. He 
stayed there for about 10 years then he boarded with 
Alec Macdonald from 1958 until 1977 and went 
home at weekends to Balliang.  
 

After his mother died he went home to Balliang to 
live with his father and travelled to work from there. 
John rode a pushbike to work in his early years on the 

Continued next page 

While this obituary is a long piece, it is 
also a fascinating account of  life for an 
earlier generation, which will interest 
many readers even if they didn’t know 
John. Ed. 
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job. He worked on Saturday morning until 12.30 and 
often later and so by the time he arrived back in 
Meredith he was too late to play sport.  
 

He bought a 1937 Hillman Minx from Cyril Austin of 
Larundal for 180 pounds. When he bought it the front 
seat was full of eggs and rats lived under the seat and 
were eating the eggs. 
 

People will remember, later, the noise of  John’s 
Volkswagon van around the local roads. 

John (top left) as a debutante partner 

 

John worked by himself from when Alec retired in 
1970 until John retired in 1994 when he was 65 years 
old. He was never out of work and often had work 
booked up 12 months in advance, working mainly in 
Bacchus Marsh, Staughton Vale, Elaine, Lethbridge, 
Anakie, Morrisons and Meredith. 
 

He was a good rifle shot and competed at the Bacchus 
Marsh competitions. John enjoyed dancing and part-
nered three debutantes, Dawn Bayard, Mary Brown 
{Sue} and Betty Atchison who lived where Cliff 
Ford’s place is.  
 

His favourite sport though was water skiing which he  
started in 1958, going to Pykes Creek  with Len Pe-
ters. John was hooked.  
 

Soon after he bought a boat for himself and skied a 
lot at Twin Lakes; a resort established by Max Curry 
at Mt Wallace catering for picnickers and boating en-
thusiasts. It  was a great place for John and his crew 
which often included Arthur Jenz, Eric and Wendy 
Miller and kids and Ken Eberhart  
 

John married long time friend, Doreen Ryan in 2002. 
They lived in Highton, Geelong 
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Tom & Kym Ivory  

Earthworx 
0417317202 

Over 35 yrs Exp. 
:FREE removal of old farm fencing: 

All areas, Free Quotes, Rural & Domestic 

Specialising in: 
     :Dam re-lining :Rural Driveways 

     :Rockbreaking and clearing 
     :Land clearing (inc. Gorse) 

     :Rock retaining walls 
:Bobcat, Tip Truck & Excavator: 
:Rock Hammer & Road Broom: 

 
For Good rates, 
                Quality Work, 
                               And the job done right, 
                    Call Tom today!!!!! 


